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The Barn Owl - For the Benetfit of Agriculture _ yjgal Sela

The author, one of the first field guides of the SPNI, spent a great deal of
time studying raptors and the biology of the long-legged buzzard in Israel.

In this article, he describes the potential value of the barn owl (71.15% of
whose diet is rodents) as a pest-controller in agricultural areas. Installation
of artificial nesting boxes in cultivated fields will draw barn owls, which

in turn will control the rodent population no less effectively than chemical
pest controls. The author presents data on rodents hunted by barn owls in
Northern Israel. He has found that a pair of barn owls together with its young,

are capable of eating 36.667 kilograms of rodents per year.
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Front and back cover: Barn owl with Wwoodmouse

The photograph was most generously ' donated by the outstanding nature
photographers Eric § David Hosking from England for the conservation of the nocturnal

birds of prey in Israel.






